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  CASE STUDY AND 
CUSTOMER TESTIMONIAL 

  

NAME OF PROJECT: MORECAMBE PROMENADE 
CITY/REGION: LANCASTER 
COUNTRY: UK 

 
 
INTRODUCTION TO THE PROJECT 
Morecambe is a seaside town in England 
boasting an outstanding view over the bay 
that spans from Barrow-in-Furness and 
incorporates the peaks of the Lake District 
through to Grange-Over-Sands, Silverdale 
and beyond.  

As part of a project to upgrade the sea wall at 
Morecambe Bay, the client, Lancaster City 
Council, required a new surface for the 
promenade that would complement the 
development. Given the importance of the site 
to the local tourist industry, the client was keen 
to choose an aesthetic material that suited the 

clean, modern design of the new sea wall. The 
chosen material also needed to provide an 
accessible, trip-free surface and offer a long 
service life with minimal requirement for 
ongoing maintenance. 

The main contractor, VBA, a joint venture 
comprising VolkerStevin, Boskalis Westminster 
and Atkins, have completed phase one of the 
three-part contract which includes replacing 
the 1.8km wave reflection wall along the 
promenade.  
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TECHNICAL AND LOGISTICAL 
CHALLENGES 

The primary requirement was that any new 
surface had to be sympathetic to its 
surroundings, keep in line with the beauty of 
the bay and to provide minimum disruption to 
pedestrians. Additionally, it needed to be a 
hard-wearing surface for a heavily trafficked 
area of Morecambe’s busy promenade. 

The aesthetics of the new surface were of 
utmost importance as the bay is situated in a 
prestigious area and the colour selected 
needed to complement the seafront. The 
project involved the removal of the existing 
surface and installation of a new ‘buff’ 
coloured asphalt. 

 

THE SOLUTION 
Tarmac worked in close partnership with the 
client and delivery partner VBA, to provide a 
range of coloured asphalt samples to help the 
client make the correct choice of colour and 
aggregate size. Tarmac also show-cased New 
Brighton which highlighted the ability of this 
solution to withstand weathering and storms. 
More than 800 tonnes of new asphalt was 
laid as a 30mm surface course along the 
promenade.  
 

“The use of Ulticolour with Shell Mexphalte C 
is an ideal choice to combine aesthetic and 
performance benefits of a binder. Our 
binder is equivalent to a premium polymer 
modified bitumen for producing durable 
asphalts even under heavy traffic conditions. 
The product is designed to allow the entire 
pavement to absorb the coloured pigment 
and maintain its appearance, even through 
years of service life.” 
Connor Campbell – Technology Manager, 
Shell Bitumen 

THE RESULTS 

Within 3 weeks VBA completed the one mile 
of resurfacing work. The client was delighted 
with the finish - a distinctive, high quality buff 
coloured asphalt is already being enjoyed by 
many visitors and locals for walking, cycling 
or skating on in a popular area of the bay. 

KEY SELLING POINTS 

Critical Success 
Factors: 

 Proven track record 

 Sympathetic to 
surroundings 

 Rapid installation 
and hard wearing 

Application: Promenade 

Product Family: 6mm Ulticolour buff 
manufactured with 
Shell Mexphalte C LT 

Client: Lancaster City Council 

Contractor: Tarmac 

Project Engineer: VBA 
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